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This Week – “The Bride of Christ”  
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Some Thoughts I’d Like to Share…Tim Hall 
 

“God’s Beacons” 
 
I’m certainly not alone in my fascination with lighthouses.  Our trip to Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts a few days ago brought opportunities to visit lighthouses I’d never before 
seen.  If you guessed I had my camera in tow, you guessed correctly. 
 
For most of us, a lighthouse is a romantic experience.  They evoke scenes of ships at sea and 
salty old keepers of the light.  But for those who sailed the seas, lighthouses were much more 
than romantic; they were absolutely vital. 
 
Without the beacons to mark dangerous shoals and shallow waters, ships would run aground 
or be dashed to pieces.  Anxious eyes scanned the horizon, seeking the guidance these points 
of light would give.  Those who tended the flames had to be diligent to keep the lights 
burning. 
 
Christians are God’s beacons for this dark world.  Jesus said it best: “You are the light of the 
world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.  Nor do they light a lamp and put it under 
a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.  Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven” 
(Matthew 5:14-16). 
 
We are keepers of the flame!  To us has been entrusted the light of God’s truth, light that the 
world desperately needs.  Without our knowing it, others watch our lives to see if our faith 
might be something that could help them.  If they see the light of true Christianity, many will 
be drawn to the Lord because of us. 
 
Paul looked at this truth from another perspective: “You are all sons of light and sons of the 
day.  We are not of the night nor of darkness” (1 Thessalonians 5:5).  In the Bible, the phrase 
“son of” means “having the nature of”.  James and John were named “Sons of Thunder” 
because their personalities could be overbearing.  Christians are called “sons of light” 
because we are to shine the light of the gospel to all. 
 
How is your flame?  Have you been careful to keep your wick trimmed and the supply of oil 
flowing steadily?  Or is it a mere flicker?  Souls that are lost are desperately scanning the 
horizons of life, hoping to see some light to guide them to a safe harbor.  Let’s make sure we 
zealously tend the flame with which we’ve been entrusted. 
 
“Let the lower lights be burning, send a gleam across the wave.  Some poor fainting, 
struggling seaman you may rescue, you may save.” 
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IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY: 

 
Chad Pickens, Eli & Mitzi Mitchell, 
Joseph & Holly Gilliam , Air Force;  
Joshua Vaughn,  Navy; Jared Wheeler, 
Steve Warren, Army; Jeremy Cutshall,  
Army, Afghanistan; Dustin Humphreys , 
Marine Reserves; Steve Haywood,  
Army  Reserves; Matthew Woodard,  
Brandon King, James Baker, Joshua 
Rinderle , Iraq.  
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PUT A CROSS over your name in the 
Friendship Register if you were a Regular 
Bible Reader (at least 4 days) last week.  
 
GOSPEL MEETINGS: East Bristol Summer 
Series, 6/4-8/27, see poster for schedule.  
 
2ND ANNUAL Singing on the Hill, hosted by 
Appalachian church of Christ in Mountain 
City – June 27, 7 p.m. See the poster. 
 
NICARAGUA MISSION TRIP: 6/27-7/5.   
 
55+ POTLUCK SUPPER, this Thursday, 
June 26th, 6:00 p.m. Please sign up. 
 
THE BOONIES Bible Study Group meets at 
the home of Steve and Karen Stevens this 
Friday night at 7. 
 
SINCE NEXT SUNDAY is a fifth Sunday, 
there will be no early service. The Ladies 
Prayer Time will be at 9 in room 1A. And we 
will have a potluck lunch following the 
10:30 service. 
 
“DEAR FRIENDS at Central, Our families 
would like to express our sincere, heartfelt 
appreciation for all of the love and support 
you gave to my mom, and to us. The food, 
flowers, calls, visits, and prayers were so 
very meaningful. ‘Nana’ was a one of a kind 
person, as you all know! She left us so many 
wonderful memories. She loved the family at 
Central and enjoyed everyone there. I hope 
you will remember her with her smile on her 
face. Thank you, Cathy Katras, Larry Webb 
and families” 
 
CENTRAL CELEB: Zak Bisner was 
pictured with other kids from Coalition For 
Kids, Inc., in News & Neighbor. A photo by  
Steve Stevens appeared in JC Press. 

“MR. AND MRS. Kyle Carson and Mr. and 
Mrs. Michael Lyons request the honour of 
your presence at the marriage of their 
children Leslie Michelle and Michael 
Garrett on Saturday, the fifth of July, two 
thousand and eight, at seven o’clock in the 
evening, Sulphur Springs United Methodist 
Church, 1432 Gray Station Sulphur Springs 
Road, Jonesborough, Tennessee” 
 
WEDDING SHOWER for Leslie Carson and 
Garrett Lyons, here today, drop in 2-4 p.m. 
Hostesses are Kathy Torgerson, Joanna 
Torgerson, and Linda Moore. Garrett and 
Leslie are registered at Target and Bed, 
Bath and Beyond.  
 
LADIES, you are invited to a wedding 
shower for Marianne Stables and Brian 
Doane here next Sunday, June 29 from 2-4 
p.m. They are registered at Belk and Bed, 
Bath and Beyond. Hostesses include 
Christina Elliott and Sarah Faddis. 
 
SYMPATHY goes out to Della Edwards, 
Susan Lyons, Linda Lamb, and Butch 
Carden and their families on the death of 
Grace Edwards last weekend. Also, we are 
saddened to learn of the death of Harlowe 
Looney, father-in-law of Janet Looney, 
recently. Let’s pray for these families. 
 

 
JULY 14-18, 5:30-7:30 pm.! 

Sign ups are on the 
KIDSBoard 

 

AWAY TODAY: Tim Hall  begins a gospel 
meeting with the Hemphill Church of Christ 
in eastern Kentucky today. Please pray for 
the success of this effort. Thank you to 
Dennis Russell and Everson Weekley for 
filling the pulpit today. 
 
A NEW ONLINE CALENDAR of activities 
can now be found at www.GraceMine.org, 
Central’s web site. If you’ve forgotten the 
dates for VBS, the next meeting of your Bible 
study group or someone’s wedding, check 
the calendar. Thanks to Ron Whitson for 
helping us develop and maintain this feature, 
which we suspect will be used often. 
 
THE 4TH OF JULY is just a few days away, 
and plans are being made for a cookout here 
followed by front lawn viewing of the 
Johnson City fireworks display. If you’d like 
to help with preparations, speak with Patti 
Fatherree. Plan to come out and enjoy an 
evening with your family in Christ on 
Friday, July 4, beginning at 6:30 p.m. More 
details will be given in next week’s bulletin. 
 
Tim-Tation: Visit a local park and dangle 
your feet in a mountain stream.  Think about 
the refreshing nature of God’s waters of life. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY, JUNE 29th, at 5:30, there 
will be a very important meeting of all those 
in 8th grade and up who went to Mid South 
Youth Camp, and their parents. If anyone 
cannot attend, please talk with Tim 2. 
 
MISSION PRAYERS: Our Nicaragua 
mission group will leave on Friday and 
return July 5. This year’s team includes 
Louise Clites, Chig Gunter, Perry Jernigan, 
Pat Woods, Rachel Lyons, Abbi Jernigan, 
Sydney Rice,  Katie Gilliam, and from 
Freed-Hardeman University, Joe Lynn, 
Blake Beckham, and Leila Mashburn.  
Let’s keep them in our prayers. Also, pray 
for Sarah Billingsby and Brett Wilhoit, who 
will leave Friday with a team of students 
mostly from Quillen College of Medicine on 
a medical mission trip to Quito, Ecuador.  
 
BIRTHDAYS: Mark Billingsby, Melanie 
Norris, Tim Haywood, Rachel Wolfe (today); 
Alan Hutchinson (Mon.); David Forrester, 
Luke Whitted, Charles Allen (Tues.); Keith 
Oaks (Wed.); Perry Jernigan (Thurs.); 
Cassie Carter (Sat.). ANNIVERSARIES: Bill 
& Jenny Usher (Mon.); Phil & Rene Gilliam 
Wed.); Chig & Suzanne Gunter (Thurs.); 
Mike & Susan Lyons (Fri.); Danny & 
Luanne Hoilman (Sat.).   



Youth & College News 06.22.08  
Central Church of Christ    “You are the light of the World…” 

-Matt 5:14 
Youth Group! Start planning for the following activities:                                                              

�  Teen camp at High Rock starts today! The van will leave at 3:30.   
�  There will be a meeting next Sunday at 5:30 of all those in 8th grade and up who went to 

Mid South camp, and your parents.  
�  Upcoming events: July 1 – JC Cardinals game ($5); July 7 – Carowinds ($30) 
�  Start getting ready for Edisto July 10-13! Cost will be $95. There will be a meeting of 

those going to Edisto next Sunday at 5:45 p.m. 
�  Please know that no one should ever feel left out o f a youth activity because of a 

lack of money. If you would like to participate in a youth activity but cannot afford 
it, let Tim2 or one of the Elders know, and we will  make arrangements so that you 
can participate.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

College Group: A summer Wednesday night class has started led by Phil Gilliam and 
Paul Herrin. Plan to be here for it! 

 

 

 

 

Connections Spotlight : Our Medical 
Missions Team  is a group for those 
who want to help take the gospel to 
other nations.  Headed by Perry 
Jernigan, this group is making final 
preparations for a trip to Jinotega, 
Nicaragua, where they will conduct 
clinics and try to introduce the people 
to Christ.  If you’d like to be involved in 
future efforts, be sure to speak with 
Perry soon. 
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June 22, 2008  
 
Sunday Morning: 8:15   
Contact Butch Carden if unable to serve 
Song Leader:  
   Next Week: NO EARLY SERVICE! 
Prayer: Terry Billingsby  
   Next Week:  
Scripture: Cary Vantine 
   Next Week:  
Sermon: Dennis Russell 
Topic:   
Dismissal: Butch Carden  
   Next Week:  
Lord's Supper,  
   Presiding: Bob Patton  
Next Week:   
Serving: Ron Whitson, Jay Stevens, 
Jarrett Whitson  
Nursery &Toddler: Karen & Jessi 
Stevens  
 
Sunday Evening:  
Song Leader: Collin Bills  
Prayer: Andrew McCormick 
Scripture: Mark Stayer   
Sermon: Everson Weekley 
Topic:  
Dismissal: Dave Torgerson   
Lord's Supper: Steve Trent, Kyle 
Higginbotham   
Nursery & Toddler: Julie Robertson  
 
Wednesday Evening:  
Song Leader: Steve Williams  
Devotional: Mike Sheridan  
Dismissal: Charles Hartman  
 
For June:  
Communion Prep: Patti Fatherree      
Cup Pick-up: 3 rd graders 
Emergency Food: Brenda McKinnis 
Baptistery: Kathy Heaton, Judy Jones  
 
Central Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 4021    
Johnson City, TN 37602-3961 
(423) 282-1571 or 283-HOPE 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday Morning: 10:30  
Contact Doug Booton if unable to serve 
Song Leader: Gene Arrowood 
   Next Week: L.A. Hamilton  
Prayer:  Paul Elliott  
   Next Week: Zon Quewea 
Scripture: David Erickson  
   Next Week: Mark Stayer  
Sermon: Dennis Russell 
Topic:  
Dismissal: Perry Jernigan  
  Next Week: Lee Davis 
Lord's Supper,  
   Presiding:  Charles Elliott 
   Next Week: Ken Misterly  
Serving: Jerry Mitchell, Derek Stayer, 
Jason Faddis, Steven Cromie, Tom 
Reeves, Allen Jackson, John Doyle, 
Buddy Barefield   
Children's Training Class: The 
Gilliams  
Nursery: Louise Clites 
Toddler: Lori Erickson 
Assistant : Danica Collins 
 
Report from Last Week  
A.M. 8:15 143 10:30 261 Classes 188 
P.M. 130  Wed. 140 Offering: $10,453.14 
Weekly Budget: $9,500.00 

 
Summary of Building Project as of May 31, 2008:   
  Total Contributions & Other Sources Provided To-Date   $1,708,863 
  Construction Loan Proceeds Received To-Date               $   970,000 
  Total Construction Cost & Architect Fees Paid To-Date   $2,450,636 
  Other Cost (Equipment, Debt Service, etc.) Paid To-Date$    80,065 
  Building Fund Balance                                                       $  148,162 
  Estimated Building Project Cost & Architect Fees             $3,752,000 
  Estimated Contributions & Other Sources to be Provided $1,301,364 
 
2008 Year-to-Date Contributions and Other Sources          $   120,974 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


