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This Week – “The Bride of Christ”  
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Some Thoughts I’d Like to Share…Tim Hall 
 

“Trapped Inside A Fallible Machine” 
 
Dianne O’Dell passed away on Wednesday of this past week at the age of 61.  People pass away 
on any given day, of course.  But Dianne’s life was worth noting. 
 
Since the age of 3, Dianne, a resident of Jackson, TN, had been forced to live inside an iron 
lung.  Stricken with polio, her lungs couldn’t function.  For nearly 60 years, Dianne had to lie 
inside the 7-foot-long metal tube, a machine which forced air into her helpless lungs and then 
forced them to expel the air. 
 
“What kind of life is that?” most would wonder.  Dianne’s life touched many.  She earned her 
high school diploma, though unable to sit in a classroom.  She took courses at nearby Freed-
Hardeman University.  She authored a children’s book.  She displayed a positive and caring 
attitude toward family and friends.  Bottom line: Dianne was a Christian, a member of the 
church of Christ. 
 
The story of Dianne’s passing made national news because of her circumstances.  Only about 30 
others in the U.S. rely on an iron lung.  Dianne’s life ended because a power outage disabled the 
machine on which her life depended.  But it’s her life that should be noted.   She proved, once 
again, that living for Christ can make all the difference. 
 
If we’ll think about it, all of us live in machines that are subject to unexpected failure.  Here’s 
how Moses described it: “The days of our lives are seventy years; and if by reason of strength 
they are eighty years, yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly 
away. … So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 
90:10,12). 
 
The prospects of living in an iron lung are unsettling to most of us.  What if someone 
accidentally pulled the cord from the electrical outlet?  What if the power went out?  But is it 
really any different for us?  How do we know our heart will manage another beat?  What if a 
blood clot should break loose and lodge in a lung?  Our lives, too, hang by a thread – even for 
the youngest and strongest among us. 
 
We would do well to live by those words of Moses.  We should ask the Lord to teach us to 
number our days.  “Teach us, Lord, how to live today as if it were our last day.”  For one day 
will  be our last day. 
 
Don’t feel sorry for Dianne O’Dell.  She prepared herself for a much better body to come (see 1 
Corinthians 15:42-44).  If living in an iron lung helps one to see the realities of life more 
clearly, perhaps we should all spend time in such a machine! 

 



��������	
���� ����������	
����
����
����	�����	�� ��������	��
�	��
 �������	���
��	�����	����������������������������
� ��
��������������� ����	����	�
���������
	������
��������������� ���������	��
������������	���� ��!��"��	���"	�����" ��		������
 ����		��#�������$���%� �
���
������������������
 ��&����
�'������'�	�����������	����(����� ��
!����( ����'�

�������	���
)���
��
��*���������&�����+�����
� �#�������"��	���)�����
�������� �		�������	��������
 �#�������"�%��"��������"��������
'�����"	�,��
��$�	��
��	����)����+�!�����&���#���%� ����
������������� �� ������ ��
���

��-����� �����������-�����.
����	�����
��
������������	��/�������������"�
����,��� ����������������������������/���
	���������*���'��� ��#�������"�		�������������
#���!�		��$��������0�������$�1�)����
�������+����		 �����������
����#������2�����--��2����������
%� �����	���
��	���

��� ��
+,�����(�����
 �����.
���	�����
���������
	�2��
����	������,�����	 ������������1��'��
	����
��,�� �������������������
2�����
��������
������������������ �������
�'����
.
����������
��	�������������������� ��		��!�������3��������)�	�������
4�	�/�� ����������
�������	���������&������$��
��������'��� �����������������
��#����� ��!��
��
�!�����,�	���2� ����

��	����'��
	��
�����.
�����������	
��������������� �%�������	� ��2���$��
��#����%��
IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY: 

 
Chad Pickens, Eli & Mitzi Mitchell, 
Joseph & Holly Gilliam , Air Force;  
Joshua Vaughn,  Navy; Jared Wheeler, 
Steve Warren, Army; Jeremy Cutshall,  
Army, Afghanistan; Dustin Humphreys , 
Marine Reserves; Steve Haywood,  
Army  Reserves; Matthew Woodard,  
Brandon King, James Baker, Joshua 
Rinderle , Iraq.  
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PUT A CROSS over your name in the 
Friendship Register if you were a Regular 
Bible Reader (at least 4 days) last week. 
RBRs 5/25: 34. 
 
GOSPEL MEETINGS: East Bristol Summer 
Series, 6/4-8/27, see poster for schedule; 
Erwin, 6/8-12, John Barker, speaker.  
 
AREA SINGING, today, 2:30, Appalachian 
Church of Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S LIBRARY is open on Sundays 
for families to visit together. Please, no food, 
drinks, or unattended children in the library.  

 
ITEMS FOR NICARAGUA: Crayons, pens, 
pencils, toothbrushes, small toothpastes, 
spiral notebooks, glue sticks, scissors, 
markers, gallon zip-lock bags, onesies, 
diaper shirts, cloth diapers, o.t.c. meds, 
vitamins, money to purchase Spanish Bibles 
and rubber boots. Boxes are in the foyer. 
 
NICARAGUA MISSION TRIP: 6/27-7/5.   
 
IN THE NEWS: Zakk Lombardo, who 
comes with the Ushers, was pictured in the 
JC Press sleeping with his t-ball bat! 

PLEASE KEEP the Fourth Street Church of 
Christ, Selmer, TN, youth group and Jeremy 
Weekley (son of Everson and Nada) in your 
prayers as they travel to Scotland on a 
mission trip 5/29 – 6/10. 
 
RESPONSES LAST SUNDAY: Jennifer 
Ingram and Scott Chisam placed 
membership with us. Some of us have known 
this young couple for many years, and know 
them to be dedicated and active Christians. 
They plan to marry in September. Their 
information is listed in our directory. Also, 
Adam Lothridge asked for prayers Sunday 
night. Let’s all pray for spiritual strength for 
Adam, who was baptized a few weeks ago. .  
 
TO CELEBRATE the marriage of Roland 
and Roseline Browne, we are collecting 
household gifts in a basket beside Kathy’s 
door. Please bring your gift by June 15.  
 
KIDS NIGHT IN/PARENTS NIGHT OUT – 
this Friday, 6-9:30 p.m. Theme is “Take Me 
Out to the Ballgame” – kids, wear your 
favorite team shirt. 
 
WEDDING SHOWER for Leslie Carson and 
Garrett Lyons, here June 22, drop in 2-4 
p.m. Hostesses are Kathy Torgerson, 
Joanna Torgerson, and Linda Moore. 
Garrett and Leslie are registered at Target 
and Bed, Bath and Beyond.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS to Daniel Norris, 
invited to be part of Team Tennessee! This is 
an elite team of 20 baseball players from 
around the state, mostly upcoming high 
school juniors, who will be going this 
Wednesday to an invitational tournament in 
Oklahoma. Daniel, who just finished his 
freshman year, had an outstanding season 
for Science Hill, named to the all-
tournament and all-conference teams.  
 
“DEAR FAMILY at Central, Thank you very 
much for the new Bible and Bible handbook! 
They were such nice gifts! I’ve already 
begun reading them both! In Him, Jessi 
Stevens” 
 
TIM-TATION: Think of your favorite 
verse(s) of Scripture. Then share that with 
someone you love. Pray for that person after 
you’ve spoken. – Tim 1 
 
BLOOD DRIVE HERE, 7/22, 2:30 – 7 p.m. 
Make your plans to give the gift of life. 

CHECK OUT the update from World 
Christian Broadcasting which is posted on 
the greetings board. They are doing great 
things to spread the gospel world-wide in 
many languages by radio. . 
 
ALONG WITH the others whom we have 
mentioned as having moved or moving soon, 
we are sorry to add Casey and Amy Melton 
and their daughters, as they are moving back 
to Alabama. We wish we had them longer! 
 
HAVE YOU BEEN THERE? Central’s “new 
and improved” web site, www.GraceMine.org, 
is a place to find Bible study aids and news 
and photos from Central. If you haven’t been 
there yet, go soon, and tell your friends to 
check it out, too. 
 
COPIES of the summer schedule for adult 
classes are in the foyer. They begin today, as 
do the summer quarter children’s classes. 
Children are also being promoted to their 
new classes this morning. 
 
OUR SYMPATHY to Derek Stayer, whose 
12 year old friend, Colin Bare, died in an 
accident recently. Please keep Derek and all 
of Colin’s young friends in your prayers. 
 
GOOD THOUGHTS: 
“I have read in Plato and Cicero sayings 
that are very wise and very beautiful; but I 
never read in either of them, ‘Come unto me 
all ye that labor and are heavy laden and I 
will give you rest.’” – Augustine 
 
“I have made a pact with my tongue, not to 
speak when my heart is disturbed.” – St. 
Francis de Sales 
 
“Often the difference between a successful 
marriage and a mediocre one consists of 
leaving about three things a day unsaid.” – 
anonymous (a smart husband?!) 
 
BIRTHDAYS: Sydney Rice, Donovan Carter 
(today); Walter Pugh, Chig Gunter, Kailee 
Allen (Mon.); Ken Lutterman, Harold 
Napier (Tues.); Brandon Davis (Thurs.). 
ANNIVERSARIES: Michael & Mary 
Sheridan (Mon.); Steve & Carol Trent 
(Tues.); Lee & Carla Davis, Ray & Betty 
Markland, Buddy & Charlotte Barefield, 
Shane & Dedra Lamb (Wed.); Robert & 
Carolyn Smith (Thurs.); David & Sheila 
Frakes, Steve & Karen Stevens (Sat.).  

VBS JULY 14-18, 5:30-7:30 p.m.! 
Sign ups are on the KIDSBoard. 

 



Youth & College News 06.01.08  
Central Church of Christ    “You are the light of the World…” 

-Matt 5:14 

Welcome to the Youth Group to all those 
graduating into the 7th Grade! 

We are so excited that you will be joining us in all our activities this summer! 
Check out everything that is going on listed below! 

Youth Group! Start planning for the following activities:                                                              
�  Youth & Parents! Today at 5:00 there will be a welcome to the youth group fellowship 

and devotional at the home of Phil & Rene Gilliam. There will be snacks, games, singing 
& lots of fun! Dads, if you would be willing to help out with the devo let Tim 2 know.  

�  Tomorrow night we will sing in the youth room @ the building from 6:30 till around 8:00. 
�  Youth Group Dinner Date Wednesday 5:00 @ Civitan Park! Girls bring desserts! Guys 

bring drinks!  
�  Mid-South Youth Camp starts next Sunday! We will be meeting at the Jernigan’s home 

at 7:00 am Sunday morning for a worship service. We will leave at 7:45. If you are 
planning to go to Mid-South let Luci Jernigan know so we can make sure we have 
enough seats to take everyone. Make sure you have your application filled out. You can 
fill one out at web.fhu.edu/MSYC  

�  Pre-Teen week at High Rock starts June 15th and Teen week starts June 22nd. If you 
need an application, see Tim 2.  

�  Start getting ready for Edisto July 10-13! 
�  Please know that no one should ever feel left out o f a youth activity because of a 

lack of money. If you would like to participate in a youth activity but cannot afford 
it, let Tim2 or one of the Elders know, and we will  make arrangements so that you 
can participate.  

 
 
Campus Ministry: 

�  Come sing with the youth group tomorrow night at 6:30! 

 

 

 

 

Connections Spotlight : The need 
for the First Aiders Group  was 
shown just this last Sunday morning.  
If you have medical training, or would 
just like to help maintain first aid 
supplies or a room for people at 
assemblies who need a quiet place, 
see Jennifer Boggs or Janet Looney 
today. 
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June 1, 2008  
 
Sunday Morning: 8:15   
Contact Butch Carden if unable to serve 
Song Leader: David Crockett 
   Next Week: Steve Williams  
Prayer: Ren Rice          
   Next Week: Butch Carden  
Scripture: Bill Cruikshank  
   Next Week: Robert Weaver  
Sermon: Tim Hall 
Topic:  “Always Be Ready” 
Dismissal: Jerry Pierce  
   Next Week: Michael Rasnake  
Lord's Supper,  
   Presiding: Steve Williams  
Next Week:  Gene Chapman  
Serving: Ron Whitson, Jay Stevens, 
Jarrett Whitson  
Nursery &Toddler: Stacy and Ivey Rice 
 
Sunday Evening:  
Song Leader: Mike Sheridan 
Prayer: L.A. Hamilton  
Scripture:  
Sermon: Song Service  
Topic:  
Dismissal: Mike Higginbotham  
Lord's Supper: Steve Trent, Kyle 
Higginbotham   
Nursery & Toddler: Carol Trent  
 
Wednesday Evening:  
Song Leader: Tim Haywood  
Devotional: Danny Kellum  
Dismissal: David Erickson  
 
For June:  
Communion Prep: Patti Fatherree      
Cup Pick-up: 3 rd graders 
Emergency Food: Brenda McKinnis 
Baptistery: Kathy Heaton, Judy Jones  
 
Central Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 4021    
Johnson City, TN 37602-3961 
(423) 282-1571 or 283-HOPE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday Morning: 10:30  
Contact Doug Booton if unable to serve 
Song Leader: Phil Gilliam  
   Next Week: Danny Kellum  
Prayer:  Jacob Witten  
   Next Week: Everson Weekley  
Scripture: Roger Witherspoon  
   Next Week: Jerrod Tolley  
Sermon: Tim Hall 
Topic: “Always Be Ready” 
Dismissal: John McKinnis  
  Next Week: Paul Hamilton  
Lord's Supper,  
   Presiding:  Joe Pugh  
   Next Week: Lee Davis  
Serving: Jerry Mitchell, Derek Stayer, 
Jason Faddis, Steven Cromie, Tom 
Reeves, Allen Jackson, John Doyle, 
Buddy Barefield   
Children's Training Class: The 
Gilliams  
Nursery: Sarah Volkman 
Toddler: Arlene Kellum 
Assistant : Jordan Bacon 
 
Report from Last Week  
A.M. 8:15 107 10:30 265 Classes 171 
P.M. 175  Wed. 168 Offering: $8,105.39 
Weekly Budget: $9,500.00 

 
Summary of Building Project as of April 30, 2008:   
  Total Contributions & Other Sources Provided To-Date   $1,688,383 
  Construction Loan Proceeds Received To-Date               $   820,000 
  Total Construction Cost & Architect Fees Paid To-Date   $2,376,706 
  Other Cost (Equipment, Debt Service, etc.) Paid To-Date$    74,497 
  Building Fund Balance                                                       $    57,180 
  Estimated Building Project Cost & Architect Fees             $3,752,000 
  Estimated Contributions & Other Sources to be Provided $1,375,294 
 
2008 Year-to-Date Contributions and Other Sources          $   100,904 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


