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This Week – “The Bride of Christ”  
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Some Thoughts I’d Like to Share…Tim Hall 
 

“When We Take Time To Count …” 
 
12,000 men went into battle, 1,000 from each of the tribes of Israel.  The opponents were the 
Midianites, a people who knew nothing nor cared anything about God.  By anyone’s standards, 
it would be a risky venture, and lives were certain to be lost.  But Israel had God on their side, 
and they completely defeated the Midianites (Numbers 31:1-11). 
 
Next came the part everyone dreaded: Counting the fatalities from the battle.  The report 
brought to Moses is given in verse 49: “… Your servants have taken a count of the men of war 
who are under our command, and not a man of us is missing.”  Not one soldier was lost in 
battle that day, though the Midianites were completely routed.  Again, it pointed to the presence 
of God among them.  They had surely been blessed. 
 
The officers who brought this amazing report to Moses brought something else that day: 
“Therefore we have brought an offering for the Lord, what every man found of ornaments of 
gold: … to make atonement for ourselves before the Lord” (v. 50).  They were impressed with 
God’s care for them in dangerous circumstances, and they wanted to do something to show their 
appreciation. 
 
Sometimes we realize how greatly God has blessed us.  It may follow an accident in which no 
one was seriously injured, or the recovery of a loved one from illness, or a job opportunity that 
somehow came along at the right time.  People of faith don’t regard such times as 
“coincidences”; they see God’s hand in it all.  They know they’ve been blessed. 
 
And then what?  What do we do when we see how richly God has blessed us?  Does life 
continue on as usual, or do we take time to show God our gratitude? 
 
Luke wrote about ten lepers who begged Jesus to cleanse them of their awful disease.  As they 
were going to show themselves to the priest, as Jesus had directed them, they suddenly realized 
they were now clean!  It had to be the work of God, and they were undoubtedly overwhelmed 
with joy.  One of them, however, stopped what he was doing to go back to thank Jesus.  Jesus 
then commented: “… Were there not ten cleansed?  But where are the nine?  Were there not any 
found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” (Luke 17:17,18). 
 
When we take time to count our blessings, we will see God’s hand in our lives.  Once we have 
seen how richly He has blessed us, will we turn back to Him and thank Him?  Is there any gift 
we can give to show how thankful we are for His abundant grace? 
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SERVING OUR COUNTRY: Chad Pickens, 
Eli & Mitzi Mitchell, Joseph & Holly 
Gilliam, Air Force;  Joshua Vaughn, Navy; 
Jared Wheeler, Steve Warren, Jeremy 
Cutshall, Afghanistan; Dustin Humphreys, 
Marine Reserves; Steve Haywood, Army  
Reserves; Reuben Oaks, Sam Moon, 
Marines; Adam Jenkins, Matthew 
Woodard,  Brandon King, James Baker, 
Joshua Rinderle, Iraq. 
 
JEREMY CUTSHALL, husband of Ashley 
(Lilly) Cutshall, is deployed to Afghanistan. 
Please keep him in your prayers.  
 
"IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY", 7:30 a.m., 
Fox, Sundays; 8:00 a.m. “Biblical Viewpoints”, 
WKPT, “TV Sunday School” 8:30 WJHL.   
 

JUST FOR WOMEN: Bible Studies: 
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. (childcare provided) and 

6:45 p.m. Thursdays, 10 a.m.      
 
PUT A CROSS over your name in the 
Friendship Register if you were a Regular 
Bible Reader (at least 4 days) last week. 
RBRs 4/20:  Sign up for MNFTM, too. 
 
SIGN UP TO PLAY in the High Rock Golf 
Tournament May 3! Or you can pledge 
money to the camp or be a hole sponsor.  
 
LADIES DAY: Valley Church of Christ, 
5/17, Kathy Cretsinger, Melissa Hoss, 
speakers. RSVP to 272-7369.  
 
GOSPEL MEETINGS: Shady Valley, 5/4-7, 
Charles Curtis; Greeneville, 5/4-7, with 
Dan Bailey; Elizabethton, 5/11-14, with 
Garland Elkins. 
 
23rd ANNUAL Old Fashioned Gospel 
Singing at Abingdon, May 2, 7:30-midnight. 
Area Wide Hymn Sing, Maryville, May 23, 
7-9:30 p.m. 
  
NICARAGUA MISSION TRIP: 6/27-7/5.   
 
REMINDER: The Children’s Library is open 
on Sundays for families to have time to visit 
it together. Please, no food, candy, drinks, or 
unattended children in the library, so that we 
may keep it useable for everyone.  
 
TIM-TATION: Stop a child in the hallway or 
foyer today and tell them how glad you are 
to see them here. Learn their name and pray 
for them this week. – Tim 1 
 

VBS, 7/14-18! 

LADIES, YOU ARE INVITED to a Sisters in 
Service meeting today at 4 at Carol Trent’s 
house. See Carol or Brenda McKinnis if you 
need directions. Please fill out and bring 
your yellow form indicating what types of 
service you would enjoy being involved in. 
 
PLAN TO STAY TONIGHT for a reception 
honoring our 2008 high school grads: Abbi 
Jernigan, Sydney Rice, Jessi Stevens, Katie 
Gilliam, Carden Lamb, Kelsey Lamb, 
Rebecca Clary, Megan Smith, and Sarah 
Whitted! We are proud of each of you.  
 
OUR SYMPATHY to Apryl Hall and family 
on the death of Apryl’s aunt. 
 
“BROTHERS AND SISTERS, We want to 
thank you for everything. What you have 
done was not for us but for the Lord. May 
He bless you greatly. You show us LOVE 
and CONCERN and we really appreciate 
that. God bless you. We love you in Christ, 
Zon, Daniella, John Quewea” 
 
A BLUETOOTH EARPIECE has been found. 
Check with Kathy to see if it is yours. 
 
HAVE YOU ASKED THEM? Next Sunday is 
our annual “Family & Friends Day”, and 
we will only have a great day IF you have 
asked someone to come with you to worship. 
It’s a great opportunity to begin a 
conversation about the Lord in their life. 
Let’s all do what we can to make next 
Sunday a day to remember! 
 
THERE WILL BE A CHANGE from our 
usual meal for this year’s “Family & 
Friends Day”. This year, the food will be 
prepared by our own Ken and Alison 
Gilliam, and the menu will consist of ham, 
baked potatoes, green beans, salad, and a 
choice of desserts. It will be served in our 
NEW SANCTUARY, too! There is no set 
price per person, but voluntary contributions 
will be gladly accepted. Plan to stay after 
second service and invite your friends to 
stay, too. If you can help the day before with 
setting up tables and chairs, or on Sunday 
with taking them back down, please let 
David Crockett know today. 
 
THERE WILL BE a bridal shower here on 
Saturday, May 10, from 10:30 – 12:30 for 
Suzanne Oaks and Brian Whitehead, who 
are getting married May 24. They are 
registered at Target and JC Penney. 
Hostesses are Luci Jernigan, Regina 
Collins, Rene Gilliam, and Sarah Booher. 

LEAVING US SOON: We’re sad to 
announce that some among us will be 
moving away soon. Jennifer Wooldridge has 
taken a position in physical therapy at 
Vanderbilt Medical Center in Nashville, and 
will move in a week or so. Apryl Hall will 
become a pediatric hospitalist with the 
hospital in Cookeville, TN, so she, Robert 
and Katherine will be moving next month. 
Joe, Kelly, and Jacob Laco will be moving 
to the Atlanta area in the next few weeks as 
Joe begins a new job with the Centers for 
Disease Control. We hate to see these leave 
us, but our prayers are with you as you go! 
 
THE SWIM TEAM at Sullivan South High 
School is offering swim lessons this summer 
to children age 5 and up. Ten 30-minute 
lessons are offered for $60. Contact the team 
coach, Brook, at 354-1334, or ask Amber 
Witherspoon, a member of the swim team 
and one of the teachers, for more info. 
 
KIDS NIGHT IN/PARENTS NIGHT OUT – 
this Friday, May 2, from 6 to 9:30 p.m. Kids, 
come for “Mother May I”! 
 
HIGH ROCK PRE-TEEN CAMP needs 
adults willing to be counselors June 15-21. 
See Tim 2 if interested. 
 
PLEASE PROVIDE THE OFFICE with 
information if you have someone graduating 
from college, grad school, or med school 
this spring. Thank you! 
 
CENTRAL’S CELEBS include Daniel 
Norris, who pitched an outstanding game for 
Science Hill last week and made the JC 
Press and TriCitiesSports.com! Our other 
athlete celebrity this week is Sydney Rice, 
who along with her family was pictured in 
News & Neighbor as she signed on to play 
volleyball next year for King College! And 
kindergartener Zakk Lombardo who comes 
with the Ushers had his artwork featured on 
the weather page in the JC Press last week! 
 
VROOM! VROOM! If you are a biker, be 
watching for news of a mid-May bike ride 
being organized by Cary Vantine and Jerry 
Mitchell. Get your motors running! 
 
BIRTHDAYS: Hilda Mitchell, Steve Bacon 
(Tues.); Andrew Trent, Judy Jones, Mike 
Pearson (Wed.); Anna Torbett, Mary Tolley, 
Dehee Quewea, Ron Tester (Fri.); Christina 
Elliott (Sat.). ANNIVERSARIES: Tom & Pat 
Hudnall (Thurs.).  



Youth & College News 04.27.08  
Central Church of Christ    “You are the light of the World…” 

-Matt 5:14 
Youth Group! Start planning for the following activities:                                                              

�  Hey, Youth Group! Here’s a cool new way to get updates on trips and youth group 
meetings! Sign up to have updates text messaged to your phone! Make sure you get 
your parent’s permission and then drop a card with your name, cell phone number, and 
wireless carrier (Verizon, AT&T, etc.) into the envelope on the youth board. You will 
receive no more than 5 or 6 messages a month. 

�  Summer will be here soon! We have a great summer planned for the youth group! Make 
sure you sign up for white water rafting on May 31st! If you need applications for Mid-
South Youth Camp or High Rock, you can find them online! 

�  Wednesday Dinner Date 5:30 @ IHOP! 
�  Don’t forget about After School Bible Study tomorrow at 5:00. Stick around for Monday 

Night for the Master! 
�  High Rock Spring Retreaters will be back around 2:00 today! 
�  Parents! High Rock Pre-Teen week is in need of adults who can serve as counselors 

June 15-21, if you are interested see Tim 2 ASAP! 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Campus Ministry: 
 

�  Pray for our college students as they go through finals this week!  
�  Finals week relief! Monday night meet at Main Meal at 10 p.m. for breakfast, and 

Tuesday night come take a study break between 6 and 9 for some food and fellowship! 
�  Make sure to check out Michele Gourley’s column in the East Tennessean this week! 
�  College Students! Check out the youth group announcement concerning text alerts! If 

you would like text alerts for campus ministry updates, put your information in the 
envelope on the youth board too!  

 

 

 

 
 

Connections Spotlight : Our focus today 
is on a group that is ready to begin forming.  
The Photography Group  is for anyone who 
likes to take pictures, no matter what your 
skill level.  If you’d be interested in being 
part of such a group (sharing tips on 
techniques and equipment, occasional 
outings to take photos, etc.), sign the list on 
the bulletin board beside the library, and 
let’s start shooting! 
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April 27, 2008  
 
Sunday Morning: 8:15   
Contact Butch Carden if unable to serve 
Song Leader: David Crockett     
   Next Week: Steve Williams  
Prayer: Matt Drake 
   Next Week: Ken Gilliam  
Scripture: Jerry Pierce  
   Next Week: Jarrett Whitson  
Sermon: Tim Hall 
Topic:  “Overcoming Habits” 
Dismissal: Steve Trent  
   Next Week: Steve Trent  
Lord's Supper,  
   Presiding: Steve Williams  
Next Week:  Butch Carden  
Serving: Shelby Abercrombie, Ron 
Whitson, Destin Vantine  
Nursery &Toddler: Karen & Jessi 
Stevens  
 
Sunday Evening:  
Song Leader: Everson Weekley 
Prayer: Steve Trent  
Scripture: Charles Elliott  
Sermon: Tim Hall  
Topic: “Another Glimpse of Heaven” 
Dismissal: Andrew McCormick  
Lord's Supper: Terry Billingsby, Mark 
Stayer  
Nursery & Toddler: Carol Trent  
 
Wednesday Evening:  
Song Leader: Jay Moore  
Devotional: Ethan Rinks  
Dismissal: Ken Misterly  
 
For April:  
Communion Prep: Becky Blacklidge, Bonnie 
Franklin 
Cup Pick-up: 1 st Graders & Kindergartners  
Emergency Food: Judy Jones  
Baptistery: Aretha Joyner, Myra Stables  
 
Central Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 4021    
Johnson City, TN 37602-3961 
(423) 282-1571 or 283-HOPE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday Morning: 10:30  
Contact Doug Booton if unable to serve 
Song Leader: L.A. Hamilton  
   Next Week: Phil Gilliam  
Prayer:  Todd Bailey  
   Next Week: Everson Weekley  
Scripture: Tyler Bacon  
   Next Week: Dustin Humphreys  
Sermon: Tim Hall 
Topic: “Overcoming Habits” 
Dismissal: Gene Arrowood  
  Next Week: Dave Torgerson  
Lord's Supper,  
   Presiding:  Claude Terry  
   Next Week: Charles Elliott  
Serving: Jacob Witten, John Doyle, 
Allen Jackson, Ben Bailey, Tyler Bacon, 
Scott Hoilman, Fred Roten, Dave 
Torgerson  
Children's Training Class: The 
Gilliams  
Nursery: Sarah Volkman 
Toddler: Arlene Kellum 
Assistant : Jordan Bacon 
 
Report from Last Week  
A.M. 8:15 114 10:30 312 Classes 221 
P.M. 172  Wed. 181 Offering: $10,773.39 
Weekly Budget: $9,500.00 

 
Summary of Building Project as of January 31, 2008:   
  Total Contributions & Other Sources Provided To-Date   $1,618,875 
  Construction Loan Proceeds Received To-Date               $   470,000 
  Total Construction Cost & Architect Fees Paid To-Date   $1,988,560 
  Other Cost (Equipment, Debt Service, etc.) Paid To-Date$     35,264 
  Building Fund Balance                                                       $    65,051 
  Estimated Building Project Cost & Architect Fees             $3,752,000 
  Estimated Contributions & Other Sources to be Provided $1,763,440 
 
2008 Year-to-Date Contributions and Other Sources          $    50,156 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 


