
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My View Of The Church 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

                                         
 
 
 
 

This Week – “The Bride of Christ”  
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Some Thoughts I’d Like to Share…Tim Hall 
 

“This Is The Week To Ask” 
 
Three weeks from today is May 4, and we hope you realize the significance of that date.  
Central’s annual “Family & Friends Day” will take place that morning (at both worship 
assemblies), and we hope (1) you’ll be here and (2) you won’t be alone. 
 
Why do we host this annual event?  For one thing, it helps us fulfill the Lord’s Great 
Commission: “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 
16:15).  And what exactly is meant by “go into all the world”?   Does that mean we 
must all become missionaries?  Yes, in the sense found in Acts 8:4: “Therefore those 
who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.” 
 
Everywhere we go, we should be seeking ways to introduce others to Jesus.  That’s the 
best kind of evangelism.  It has been called “friendship evangelism”.  Think about it: 
Are you more likely to respond to strangers at your door asking you to come to church 
with them, or to someone you know well and trust?  That’s why we stress the 
importance of inviting family members, friends, neighbors and coworkers.  These are 
people with whom you’ve already established a bond of trust, and they’re likely to 
seriously consider your offer. 
 
Some who will read this are part of the family at Central because someone invited you 
to come.  If you appreciate the home you’ve found at this place, wouldn’t it be 
appropriate to extend the offer to someone else? 
 
“Family & Friends Day” is much like any other Sunday at Central.  We won’t be doing 
anything different other than a meal after the 10:30 worship assembly (more details to 
come).  And that’s probably just what your friends want to hear.  They’d like to see how 
things normally proceed, and they don’t want to be made to feel uncomfortable or 
pressured.  It’s our “Open House” for outsiders to see what goes on inside. 
 
Yes, it requires us to “step outside of our comfort zone” to ask someone to come 
worship with us.  But if the Lord is the One who asks, is it wise to refuse? 
 
Three weeks from today.  May 4, at both our 8:15 and 10:30 a.m. services.  “Family & 
Friends Day.”  If you’ve not already asked someone to come with us, this is the week 
to ask! 
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SERVING OUR COUNTRY: Chad Pickens, 
Eli & Mitzi Mitchell, Joseph & Holly 
Gilliam, Air Force;  Joshua Vaughn, Navy; 
Jared Wheeler, Steve Warren, Jeremy 
Cutshall, Army; Dustin Humphreys, Marine 
Reserves; Steve Haywood, Army  Reserves; 
Reuben Oaks, Sam Moon, Marines; Adam 
Jenkins, Matthew Woodard,  Brandon 
King, James Baker, Joshua Rinderle, Iraq. 
 
A NOTE FROM THE GILLIAMS: “Ken and 
Alison Gilliam’s daughter-in-law, Holly 
Gilliam completed her Air Force training at 
Lackland Air Force Base on March 29. She 
is now in Monterey, CA for her technical 
school. She will be stationed there for over a 
year. Joseph is still in Hawaii at Hickam 
AFB. Please continue to pray for them as 
they serve our country.” 
 
"IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY", 7:30 a.m., 
Fox, Sundays; 8:00 a.m. “Biblical Viewpoints”, 
WKPT, “TV Sunday School” 8:30 WJHL.   
 

JUST FOR WOMEN: Bible Studies: 
Tuesdays, 10 a.m. (childcare provided) and 

6:45 p.m. Thursdays, 10 a.m.      
 
PUT A CROSS over your name in the 
Friendship Register if you were a Regular 
Bible Reader (at least 4 days) last week. 
RBRs 4/6: 48. Sign up for MNFTM, too. 
 
LEADERS’ RETREAT, April 25 & 26 for all 
elders, deacons, and ministers. 
 
BIBLE STORYTIME tonight for 3 year olds 
through 1st graders; theme, “Friends”. 
 
LADIES DAY: Valley Church of Christ, 
5/17, Kathy Cretsinger, Melissa Hoss, 
speakers. RSVP to 272-7369.  
 
GOSPEL MEETINGS: Lebanon, 4/13-17, 
Stephen Rogers; West Jefferson, 4/13-17, 
Paul Kirkpatrick; Crieve Hall, Nashville, 1-
day lecture series 4/19; Centerview, 4/20-24, 
Jim Palmer; Rogersville, 4/20-23, Bruce 
Leonard; Limestone, 4/20-23, Jim 
Sherman; Cherokee, 4/20-24, Roby Ellis; 
Shady Valley, 5/4-7, Charles Curtis. 
 
23rd ANNUAL Old Fashioned Gospel 
Singing at Abingdon, May 2, 7:30-midnight. 
  
NICARAGUA MISSION TRIP: 6/27-7/5.   

OUR DEEP SYMPATHY to Janet Looney 
and family on the death of her mother, 
Elaine Scott, last week. 
 
THE 55+ POTLUCK DINNER is here this 
Thursday, April 17, 6 p.m. Please sign up. 
 
REMINDER: The Children’s Library is open 
on Sundays for families to have time to visit 
it together. Please, no food, candy, drinks, or 
unattended children in the library, so that we 
may keep it useable for everyone.  
 
WE ARE COLLECTING “Happy Meal” type 
toys (new and still in the plastic bags only, 
please) and hotel soaps, shampoos, etc. to be 
sent along on mission trips, or used in our 
benevolence efforts. Please leave in the box 
in the foyer. Thank you! 
 
TIM-TATION: “Make a list of five 
acquaintances that you can ask to ‘Family & 
Friends Day’. Pray for God’s wisdom before 
you approach them, then ask on behalf of 
Christ.” - Tim 1 
 
“I WANT TO THANK all of you who have 
given the children clothing and my secret 
angel for the massage. Your support and 
encouragement mean more than words can 
say. Judy Strong” 
 
TODAY’S PROJECTED PHOTO of 
beautiful peach blossoms is courtesy of 
James Hunt. Thanks, James, for sharing 
some of God’s beauty with us all! 
 
NEW WORSHIP TIMES will go into effect 
when we move into our new auditorium. As a 
result of a recent poll, the elders have 
announced that Sunday School will be at 9 
a.m., Sunday morning worship will be at 
10:00 a.m., and Sunday evening service will 
be changed to 6 p.m. Please note again: 
these will take effect when we move into the 
new auditorium later this year. If you have 
any questions, see one of the elders.  
 
REMINDER TO DEACONS: If you haven’t 
yet informed Tim Hall of your plans for 
attending the April 25 & 26 Leaders’ 
Retreat, please do so today.  
 
SIGN UP TO PLAY in the High Rock Golf 
Tournament May 3! Or you can pledge 
money to the camp or be a hole sponsor.  

CELEBS: Dennis Vonderfecht was named 
to the “Power 100” list again by 
BusinessTN Magazine! Paul Hoilman has 
been getting great press for his contributions 
as a freshman on the ETSU Bucs Baseball 
team! And Ron and Bandy Tester’s 
granddaughters, Shelbie and Sophie, were 
on the front page of the JC Press recently! 
 
“RUTH ANN STILTNER and Steven Paul 
Johnson together with their parents request 
the honor of your presence to share in the 
celebration of their marriage on Saturday, 
May 10th at 3:00 p.m. at St. Luke’s United 
Methodist Church, 2600 E. Center St., 
Kingsport”. Ruth Ann worshipped here as a 
child. Contact number: 245-4947. 
 
LADIES – The Tuesday Night Ladies Bible 
Study Class is starting a new study. The 
book is titled “The Shadow of the Cross” by 
Casandra Martin. Class starts around 6:45 
p.m. All ladies are welcome! 
 
COPIES OF THE ARTICLE “Where Jesus is 
Forbidden” by Rita Cato Cochrane, taken 
from the March/April issue of “Christian 
Woman” magazine, are available on the 
table in the foyer. The article describes how 
the author, a 7th grade teacher at David 
Lipscomb Middle School in Nashville, 
experienced life in Saudi Arabia last fall. 
Thank you to Virginia Crowder for drawing 
this to our attention. 
 
IN THE EYES OF A CHILD: A little girl 
gave a wonderful explanation of the final 
years and death of her grandmother. She 
said to her mother after the funeral: “Mom, 
you always said that Grandma walked and 
talked a lot with God. What I think happened 
is that one day God and Grandma went for 
an extra long walk, and they walked on and 
talked on, until God said to Grandma, ‘You 
are a long way from home and are so tired, 
you had better just come home with me and 
stay.’ And Grandma went.” May we all have 
such child-like peace with our losses. 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS – VBS, 7/14-18! 
 
BIRTHDAYS: Kelsey Lamb, Ashley Doyle 
(Mon.); Ruth Boggs (Thurs.); Dean Hayes, 
Renzey Rice (Sat.). ANNIVERSARIES: Isaac 
& Stephanie Vance, David & Lori Erickson 
(Mon.).   



Youth & College News 04.13.08  
Central Church of Christ    “You are the light of the World…” 

-Matt 5:14 
Youth Group! Start planning for the following activities:                                                              

�  Wednesday Dinner Date 5:30 @ Alley Kats! 
�  Don’t forget about After School Bible Study tomorrow at 5:00. Stick around for Monday 

Night for the Master! 
�  High Rock Spring Retreat April 25-27! Get an application from Tim ASAP! 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Campus Ministry: 
 

�  Join us Tuesday night for a meal at 6:00 followed by a short devotional at 7:00. Stay a 
while, or grab a bite and go! 

�  Edisto Island mission trip! See Tim for more details!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Connections Spotlight: Haven’t yet seen a 
group that appeals to you?  Then suggest one!  If 
you have a fellowship activity, Bible study 
opportunity or service project that you think 
would make a fantastic group, suggest it to a 
member of the Central Connections Group 
(listed in the last Connections Newsletter).  Your 
idea may lead to a group that will get many 
others connected to the body! 
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April 13, 2008  
 
Sunday Morning: 8:15   
Contact Butch Carden if unable to serve 
Song Leader: Steve Williams  
   Next Week: James Hunt  
Prayer: Jerry Pierce 
   Next Week: Michael Rasnake  
Scripture: Cary Vantine  
   Next Week: Ray Lamb  
Sermon: Tim Hall 
Topic:  “Overcoming Fear” 
Dismissal: Bill Cruikshank  
   Next Week: John Melton  
Lord's Supper,  
   Presiding: Ren Rice  
Next Week:  Robert Hall  
Serving: Shelby Abercrombie, Ron 
Whitson, Destin Vantine  
Nursery &Toddler: Delora Tidwell, 
Sydney Rice  
 
Sunday Evening:  
Song Leader: Ethan Rinks  
Prayer: Todd Bailey  
Scripture: Mike Stephens  
Sermon: Tim Hall  
Topic: “Bible Backgrounds: The 
Synagogue”  
Dismissal: David Crockett  
Lord's Supper: Terry Billingsby, Mark 
Stayer  
Nursery & Toddler: Julie Robertson  
 
Wednesday Evening:  
Song Leader: Dustin Humphreys  
Devotional: Michael Rasnake  
Dismissal: Chig Gunter  
 
For April:  
Communion Prep: Becky Blacklidge, Bonnie 
Franklin 
Cup Pick-up: 1 st Graders & Kindergartners  
Emergency Food: Judy Jones  
Baptistery: Aretha Joyner, Myra Stables  
 
Central Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 4021    
Johnson City, TN 37602-3961 
(423) 282-1571 or 283-HOPE 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday Morning: 10:30  
Contact Doug Booton if unable to serve 
Song Leader: Danny Kellum 
   Next Week: Dennis Vonderfecht  
Prayer:  Paul Elliott  
   Next Week: Collin Bills  
Scripture: Steven Cromie  
   Next Week: Darryl Collins  
Sermon: Tim Hall 
Topic: “Overcoming Fear” 
Dismissal: John McKinnis  
  Next Week: Perry Jernigan  
Lord's Supper,  
   Presiding:  Phil Pierce  
   Next Week: Ethan Rinks  
Serving: Jacob Witten, John Doyle, 
Allen Jackson, Ben Bailey, Tyler Bacon, 
Scott Hoilman, Fred Roten, Dave 
Torgerson  
Children's Training  
   Class: The Gilliams  
Nursery: Louise Clites  
Toddler: Lori Erickson  
Assistant : Danica Collins  
 
Report from Last Week  
A.M. 8:15 107 10:30 263 Classes 179 
P.M. 157  Wed. 151 Offering: $11,429.33  
Weekly Budget: $9,500.00 

 
Summary of Building Project as of January 31, 2008:   
  Total Contributions & Other Sources Provided To-Date   $1,618,875 
  Construction Loan Proceeds Received To-Date               $   470,000 
  Total Construction Cost & Architect Fees Paid To-Date   $1,988,560 
  Other Cost (Equipment, Debt Service, etc.) Paid To-Date$     35,264 
  Building Fund Balance                                                       $    65,051 
  Estimated Building Project Cost & Architect Fees             $3,752,000 
  Estimated Contributions & Other Sources to be Provided $1,763,440 
 
2008 Year-to-Date Contributions and Other Sources          $    48,086 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 


