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This Week – “The Bride of Christ”  
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Some Thoughts I’d Like to Share…. Tim Hall 

“Move Faster, Hit Harder”,  by G.E. Watkins 

It is indeed strange, sometimes, where we get our insight. In many ways Robin Hood: 
Prince of Thieves (1991) was inferior to previous Hollywood efforts to tell the story, 
however, four words stand out as a formula for our success today. 

It is the first meeting of Robin of Locksley and John Little. Robin and company must 
pay a tax to the men of Sherwood to cross the river. Robin refuses and John Little steps 
forward with quarterstaff. The battle ensues and John Little is getting the best of Robin 
who calls to his companion Azeem for advice. It is this advice that many Christians 
(especially preachers, elders, and deacons) need today. Azeem calls out, “Move faster, 
hit harder.” Robin was calling for some trick or technique to best the woodsman. He 
was not impressed with the advice, but lacking any trick it’s what he did. The secret of 
success, however, was not found in new techniques but in greater speed and intensity. 

This, precisely, is the secret to our success in church growth, spiritual growth, world 
evangelism and any other endeavor we might take on. We don’t need new techniques, 
or tutorials for growth from the denominations. What we need to do is to do what we do 
better. The Gospel remains the same, it is “the power of God unto salvation” (Romans 
1:16). Preachers must be ever learning how to better deliver that Gospel. Visitation 
programs need to be enhanced rather than abandoned. New training in personal work 
needs to be done rather than a program of attracting the world by “special music” or a 
“contemporary service.” 

Is this not precisely what we tell our children when training them in their early years? 
When they’re learning to walk and not doing it very well and not getting very far do we 
tell them, “those old-fashioned methods don’t work anymore, try something else.” 
Indeed no, we tell them to try harder and if that fails we tell them the same again. Why 
do we abandon this idea in the church? 

Preachers, are the sermons not having the effect they used to? “Move faster, hit harder.” 
Elders, is the community not aware of the church’s existence? “Move faster, hit harder.” 
Deacons, is the visitation program not having the effect it once did? “Move faster, hit 
harder.” 
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SERVING OUR COUNTRY: Chad 
Pickens, Eli & Mitzi Mitchell, Joseph 
& Holly Gilliam , Air Force;  Joshua 
Vaughn, Navy; Jared Wheeler, Steve 
Warren, Jeremy Cutshall, Army; 
Dustin Humphreys, Marine Reserves; 
Steve Haywood, Army  Reserves; 
Reuben Oaks, Sam Moon, Marines; 
Adam Jenkins, Matthew Woodard,  
Brandon King, James Baker, Joshua 
Irick, Joshua Rinderle, all in Iraq. 
 
"IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY", 
7:30 a.m., Fox, Sundays; 8:00 a.m. 
“Biblical Viewpoints”, WKPT, “TV 
Sunday School” 8:30 WJHL.   
 

JUST FOR WOMEN: Women’s Bible 
Studies: Tuesdays, 10 a.m. (childcare 

provided) and 6:45 p.m. Thursdays, 10 
a.m.  Saturday Walkie-Talkies Prayer 
group, 3:30 at Karen Stevens’ house.    

 
PUT A CROSS over your name in the 
Friendship Register if you were a 
Regular Bible Reader (at least 4 days) 
last week. RBRs 3/9: 45. Sign up for 
MNFTM, too. 
 
BIBLE STORYTIME tonight for 2nd & 
3rd graders in Mrs. Margaret’s Library. 
 
NICARAGUA MISSION TRIP: 6/27-7/5.  
Let Perry Jernigan know if you are 
interested in going. If you need a 
passport, you should start working on 
getting one NOW! 
 
JASON AND SARAH FADDIS have a 
new phone numbers. It is now 262-8218. 
 
YOU CAN HELP Tennessee Children’s 
Homes by taking a coin can and 
collecting your spare change in it until 
May 25. Cans are in the foyer.  

JOIN US IN GATE CITY this afternoon 
at 3:00 as several from Central worship 
with the Moccasin Street Church of 
Christ. Tim Hall will be preaching and 
one of our men will lead singing. It’s 
only a 30-minute drive from Central, so 
let’s go encourage this small 
congregation. The van will leave 
Central shortly after 2:00. 
 
TODAY – CHILDREN’S EASTER EGG 
HUNT at the Jernigans’ home from 2-4. 
All children from birth through 5th 
grade are invited. There will be a 
popcorn machine, slushy machine, face 
painting, the Easter bunny, two big 
inflatables, tree house, tire swing, 
snacks, and of course, EGG HUNTING! 
Kids, invite your friends. See the signup 
on the KIDSBoard to indicate what 
snacks you are bringing.  

WELCOME, LAURA BOWMAN, to our 
family here at Central!  Laura, who 
grew up in the Elizabethton church of 
Christ, is a sophomore at Milligan 
College and placed membership with us 
last week. (And she’s already busy 
teaching one of our children’s classes!) 

Tim-Tation: Spring flowers are 
beginning to appear!  Spend a few 
moments thinking about what they teach 
us about God. 

REMINDER: The Leaders’ Retreat will 
take place on April 25 and 26 for all 
elders, deacons and ministers. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Steve Trent, 
named as one of 38 leading 
practitioners of business law in the US 
by Cambers USA! 
 

OUR SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED to 
Cody Wilson upon the death of Jim 
Sparks, his grandfather, this past week; 
to Daniella Quewea upon the passing of 
her mother, Sophie Karambiri last 
Monday evening in Africa; and to Ed 
Absher upon the passing of his sister, 
Helen Stout, this past Tuesday. 
 
OUTDOORS CONNECTIONS GROUP 
golf outing – Saturday, March 29, Tri-
Cities Golf Club, tee times starting at 
10:30 a.m. Sign up on the board if you 
plan to play.  
 
55+ POTLUCK DINNER, Thursday, 
March 20, 6 p.m. Please sign up. 
 
SIGN UP for Murder Mystery Dinner, 
April 19, “A Knight of Murder”, at the 
Jernigans’ home.  
 
LOOKING AHEAD: Remember that 
March 30 is a 5th Sunday, and that 
means a “Family Reunion”, with all of 
us meeting at the 10:30 service. It also 
means a ladies praise and prayer time 
at 9 that morning. And mark May 4 for 
our next Family & Friends Day! 
 
“THANK YOU to the Seasoned Singles 
group for my surprise birthday gift last 
Sunday! I appreciate your generosity 
very much.  Kathy Torgerson” 
 
GOSPEL MEETING, State Street, 3/23-
3/26, Ben Vick, Jr., Speaker. 
 
BIRTHDAYS: Kathy Torgerson, Parker 
Eanes, Marie Hartman (today); Sarah 
Billingsby, Charla Bacon (Mon.); 
Debbie Pugh, Carden Lamb (Tues.); 
Shelley Lyons (Wed.); Suzanne Gunter, 
Allison Rasnake (Fri.); Chloe Laycock 
(Sat.).  ANNIVER-SARIES: Tom & 
Belinda Young (Mon.); Marty & Angie 
Smith (Tues.).     



Youth & College News 03.16.08  
Central Church of Christ    “You are the light of the World…” 

-Matt 5:14 
Youth Group! Start planning for the following activities:                                                              

�  Wednesday Dinner Date 5:30 @ Panera Bread! 
�  Don’t forget about After School Bible Study tomorrow at 5:00. Stick around for Monday 

Night for the Master! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Campus Ministry: 
 

�  This semester started with some of the greatest numbers we have ever seen at the 
college house! If you haven’t been in a while you are really missing out on great 
opportunities for fellowship, to meet new people, and to grow in God’s Word. This week 
Tommy Johnson will be continuing our series on Decisions. Make sure you are there! 

�  College Campout! April 11th at Buffalo Mtn.  
�  Jimmy Hill invites the whole congregation to another Search for Truth Workshop. The 

workshop will be at the Greeneville (TN) church of Christ on Saturday March 29th. If you 
weren’t able to attend the workshop at Central in November, or you would like to hear it 
again, this would be a great opportunity. The workshop is for anyone who has ever had 
to deal with stress, depression, guilt, or any kind of emotional pain. See Jimmy for more 
details.  

 

 

 

 

Connections Spotlight: There is a group 
among us that only meets about four times a 
year, yet their potential is great.  The Ladies’ 
5th Sunday Prayer Group meets at 9:00 on 5th 
Sundays for 30 minutes of prayer.  They’ll 
be meeting again in two weeks, and all ladies 
are invited to come spend time asking God’s 
blessings upon Central and upon others.  The 
group will meet in room 1A. 
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March 16, 2008  
 
Sunday Morning: 8:15   
Contact Butch Carden if unable to serve 
Song Leader: Joe Pugh      
   Next Week: David Crockett 
Prayer: Bob Patton  
   Next Week: Bill Cruikshank  
Scripture: Shelby Abercrombie  
   Next Week: Matt Drake 
Sermon: Tim Hall 
Topic:  “John Introduces Jesus” 
Dismissal: Terry Billingsby  
   Next Week: Jerry Whitted  
Lord's Supper,  
   Presiding: Steve Trent  
Next Week:  James Hunt  
Serving: Jerry Pierce, John Melton, 
Jarrett Whitson     
Nursery &Toddler: Delora Tidwell, 
Sydney Rice          
 
Sunday Evening:  
Song Leader: Collin Bills  
Prayer: Ray Lamb  
Scripture: Trey Robertson  
Sermon: Tim Hall  
Topic: “Journeys With the Fathers: 
Isaac” 
Dismissal: Butch Carden  
Lord's Supper: Chig Gunter, Bob 
Patton     
Nursery & Toddler: Luci Jernigan  
 
Wednesday Evening:  
Song Leader: Phil Gilliam  
Devotional: Everson Weekley  
Dismissal: David Erickson  
 
For March:  
Communion Prep: Ken & Duncan Misterly 
Cup Pick-up: 2 nd Graders  
Emergency Food: Brenda McKinnis 
Baptistery: Kathy Heaton, Judy Jones       
 
Central Church of Christ 
P.O. Box 4021    
Johnson City, TN 37602-3961 
(423) 282-1571 or 283-HOPE 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sunday Morning: 10:30  
Contact Doug Booton if unable to serve 
Song Leader: Dennis Vonderfecht  
   Next Week: Gene Arrowood  
Prayer:  Ken Misterly  
   Next Week: John Doyle  
Scripture: David Erickson  
   Next Week: Marshall Stables  
Sermon: Tim Hall 
Topic: “John Introduces Jesus”  
Dismissal: Charles Elliott  
  Next Week: Dave Torgerson  
Lord's Supper,  
   Presiding:  Gene Arrowood  
   Next Week: Ron Elliott  
Serving: Phil Pierce, Roger 
Witherspoon, Todd Bailey, Dustin 
Humphreys, Tom Hudnall, Jerry 
Mitchell, Mark Stayer, Joe Laco  
Children's Training  
   Class: The Gilliams  
Nursery: Debra Quesinberry  
Toddler: Nada Weekley  
Assistant : Abbi Jernigan  
 
Report from Last Week  
A.M. 8:15 83 10:30 269 Classes 170 
P.M. 184  Wed.  Offering: $8,905.08    
Weekly Budget: $9,500.00 

 
Summary of Building Project as of January 31, 2008:   
  Total Contributions & Other Sources Provided To-Date   $1,618,875 
  Construction Loan Proceeds Received To-Date               $   470,000 
  Total Construction Cost & Architect Fees Paid To-Date   $1,988,560 
  Other Cost (Equipment, Debt Service, etc.) Paid To-Date$     35,264 
  Building Fund Balance                                                       $    65,051 
  Estimated Building Project Cost & Architect Fees             $3,752,000 
  Estimated Contributions & Other Sources to be Provided $1,763,440 
 
2008 Year-to-Date Contributions and Other Sources          $    15,452 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 


