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Some Thoughts I'd Like to Share.... Tim Hall

Tim’s Note: | received the following article lagteek, and found it to be powerful. Perhaps it
ncourage someone among us to finally decide t@msus Christ their Lord and Master.)

WHY DID | WAIT SO LONG?

My husband, Wattie Hooker, was one of the kindest, most generous pegplekhew
When we married in 1939, however, he was not a Christian. Wattia gasd person;
and he came from a good family, but had not completed all that ripéuse demands
n order to become a child of God. He had not been baptized for thesremof hi
sins (Acts 2:38, Mark 16:16), and thus washed in the blood of Jesus Chattitigw
26:28, Acts 22:16), so the Lord had not added him to his church (Acts 2:47).

We had an understanding before we married that regardless &f hvvas on Sunday
morning | would be at the church of Christ. Being the honest pdrsonas, Watt
espected that. He even went with me every Sunday. Wattie attesmeites s
egularly that some of the people with whom we went to church kthdug was
baptized believer. While Wattie was in the army and away from hbeeven soug
out the small group of believers and worshiped with them.

But with all of this he stubbornly resisted baptism. Wattie could natoaitd not give
eason. Then one night in 1950 during a gospel meeting it came home tbhakihe
had not completed what was required of him to be a child of God. Heaptiged th
night.

That same night he said to me “Why? Why have | waited so’ldtg?vent on to liv
0 be 89, and remained a faithful child of God until his dying day, bu¢ thas on
hing that always bothered him: Why had he waited 11 years togtizdsh when h
had heard over and over what he should do? Wattie always viewed it as rebellio
wasted years. God saw it as a child coming home.

Willa Hooker
College Avenue church of Christ
El Dorado, Arkansas

Is there something you need to do to receive the gracious forgivengss ¢feaven
Father? Get in touch with us right away, and let's not waste another moment!)
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SERVING OUR COUNTRYXChad Pickens,
Eli & Mitzi Mitchell, Joseph Gilliam, Air
Force; Joshua Vaughn, Navy; Jared
Wheeler, Steve Warren, Jeremy Cutshal
Army; Dustin  Humphreys Marine
ReservesSteve HaywoodArmy Reserves
Reuben Oaks, Sam MogrMarines; Adam
Jenkins, Matthew Woodard, Brandon
King, James Baker, Joshua Irick, Joshua
Rinderle all in Iraq.

"IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY", 7:30 a.m.,
Fox, Sundays; 8:00 a.m. “Biblical Viewpoints”,
WKPT, “TV Sunday School” 8:30 WJHL.

JUST FOR WOMEN:
Women’s Bible Studies: Tuesdays, 10 a.m.
(childcare provided) and 6:45 p.m.
Thursdays, 10 a.m. Friday Women'’s Prayer
Time on break till February. Saturday
Walkie-Talkies Prayer group, 3:30 at Kargn
Stevens’ house, Gray.

BIBLE STORYTIME TONIGHT for 3-year-
olds - F'- graders. Theme: Winter.

REMEMBER COATS FOR KIDS! New or
gently used coats, hats, gloves, scarves, and
mittens can be left in the bin in the foyer for
distribution to those who need them.

PUT A CROSS over your name in the
Friendship Register if you were a Regular
Bible Reader (at least 4 days) last week.
RBRs 2/10: 49. Sign up for MNFTM, too.

TIM-TATION: Stop by an empty classrogm
at our building sometime this week, and offer
a prayer for the students who will be taught
God's word in that room. — Tim 1

55+ GROUP potluck this Thursday, 6 p.m.
Please sign up.

PRAY FORMichele Gourleyas she works
in Central America both to help improve
living conditions and to spread the Gospel.

NEW DIRECTORIES are available. Please
start with one per family for now. Thanks!

TODAY'S PROJECTED PHOTO is from
Betty and L.A. Hamiltonand is of a scene
from 1-15 in Utah. Thanks, Hamiltons, for
this illustration of God’s handiwork!!

SIGNUPS are posted on the KIDSBoard for
teachers for classes from Cradle Roll
through & grade for the rest of this year.
Spring Quarter begins two weeks from
today Please sign up today, whether you are
keeping the same class, or you are a new
teacher taking an available class. Thanks!

PLAN TO STAY TONIGHT after services for
finger foods and a report froouise Clites
and Judy Whisnanton their recent trip to
the Holy Land. Bring your favorite finger
foods to share and a drink.

THIS SUMMER’S mission trip to Nicaragua
will be June 27 — July 5. L&erry Jernigan
know if you are interested in going. If you
want to go and do not have a passport, you
should start the process of getting one now!

THE BOONIES Bible study group meets this
Friday night at 7 at the home &teve and
Karen Stevensstudying chapter 3. It's not
too late to join; extra books are in the foyer.

THE FRIENDS OF THE CHILDREN'S

LIBRARY are leaving the library open on

Sundays now for parents and children to
have more time to browse the shelves and
look for books and videos that would interest
the family. They do require that a parent
accompany the child and handle the check-
out procedure for them — signing the card
and placing it in the checkout basket. Please
follow these simple guidelines so that we can
keep the wonderful children’s library in

good condition and keep up with its contents.

ROGER BLANTON, former Central
member, asks for prayers for his sister,
Angela Freese an ETSU student going
through some difficult times. Ariaul and
Rachele Hamiltonask for prayers “as they
struggle with their faith in being foster
parents and making the right choices
showing an example to these children they
are bringing into their home.” Let's
remember both of these requests.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for a VBS
planning meeting March 24, 5:30 p.m.!
Anyone interested in participating in any
way, plan to come. If you can’t attend but
want to help, sed.ori Erickson or Mike
Higginbotham for more information.

WHILE THEY THANKFULLY ESCAPED
physical harm,Ramonda & Chad Scojt
daughter and son-in-law ofChig and
Suzanne Gunterand their three sons will
have to cope with a considerable amount of
damages to their home from the recent
tornadoes in Jackson, TN. Keep them in your
prayers as they go through this ordeal.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE how things are
looking in our new buildingZary Vanting
our contractor (and brother in Christ!) has
promised an opportunity soon for anyone
who is interested to get out and look around!
Stay tuned — we'll let you know the date and
time (probably after Sunday morning
worship) as soon as we know. May this
building always bring glory to God!

GREETINGS FROM PHYLLIS: In a recent
visit with Phyllis Haire at Appalachian
Christian Village, she asked that we send her
love to all of her family at Central. Her
hearing has returned, and she is as full of
life as ever! Pay her a visit, or drop her a
note to let her know you’re thinking of her.

ASKING FOR PRAYERS: Last Sunday
morning at the 8:15 assemblponna Ray
asked for prayers as she strives to be a
better wife and a better Christian. Also
responding at that service wa&obert
Harrison, who asked us to pray for him as
he works to become more faithful in his
service to the Lord. Let us keep both of these
in our prayers, and do all we can to
encourage them.

WHAT A LECTURESHIP! The recent Bible
lectureship at Freed-Hardeman University
was brimming with good lessons from the
gospel of John as well as great singing and
fellowship with God’s people from all over
the world. Do your soul a favor; plan to
attend next year's lectureship, or take
advantage of a closer opportunity by
attending the East Tennessee School of
Preaching lectureship in Knoxville March 2-
5. SeeTim Hall for more information.

BIRTHDAYS: Jim Bob Moore, Blake
Robertson (Tues.); Gabriela WiseCarver
(Wed.); Ethan Warren, Kenneth Gilliam
(Sat.).



Youth & College News 02.10.08

Centl‘al ChurCh Of ChrISt “You are the light of the World...”

-Matt 5:14
Youth Group! Start planning for the following activities:

After School Bible Study tomorrow @ 5:00! Plan on sticking around for Monday Night

for the Master!

Wednesday Dinner Date 5:30 @ Cootie Brown’s!

Sign up for CYC ASAP! Feb 22-24! Cost will be $55.

Youth Devo @ the Vantines! Feb 24™!

Campus Ministry:
We have had such a good semester of BIG College Tuesday devotionals! Join us this
week as we continue our look at Decisions 2008. This week we will be having a split
devotional. We will all still meet at 6:00 for a meal, but at 7:00 the girls will be heading
next door to Sara Leitnaker’'s house where Luci Jernigan will be leading a girls only
devo. The guys will stay at the college house and Ted Ford will be leading our
devotional. Bring a friend!

Eﬂtra Connections Spotlight : Have you heard
about the Redbirds at Central? This is a
group open to young women aged 50 and
better. The group meets once a month at a

local restaurant to enjoy good food and fun
times. If you'd like to see if this group is for
you, speak with Judy Jones today.
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February 17, 2008

Sunday Morning: 8:15
Contact Butch Carden if unable to serve
Song Leader: James Hunt

Next Week: David Crockett
Prayer: Tom Young

Next Week: Mike Sheridan
Scripture: Bob Patton

Next Week: Robert Hall
Sermon: Tim Hall
Topic: “New Views of Instrumental
Music”
Dismissal: Steve Trent

Next Week: Bill Cruikshank
Lord's Supper,

Presiding: Ren Rice
Next Week: Ken Gilliam
Serving: Jim Pierce, Glenn Blacklidge,
Kyle Higginbotham
Nursery &Toddler: Delora Tidwell,
Sydney Rice

Sunday Evening:

Song Leader: Gene Arrowood
Prayer: Terry Billingsby

Scripture: Bill Usher

Sermon: Tim Hall

Topic: “Psalms of Lament”
Dismissal: Robert Hall

Lord's Supper: Andrew McCormick,
Jimmy Hill

Nursery & Toddler: Carol Trent

Wednesday Evening:
Song Leader: Phil Gilliam
Devotional: Chig Gunter
Dismissal: Todd Bailey

For February:
Communion Prep: The Cruikshanks

Cup Pick-up: 3rd Graders

Building Closing: Sun. a.m. Jim Fillers

Sun. p.m. Mark Stayer Wed. Mike Higginbotham
Emergency Food: Charlotte Chapman

Baptistery: Louise Clites, Bonnie Franklin

Central Church of Christ

P.O. Box 4021

Johnson City, TN 37602-3961
(423) 282-1571 or 283-HOPE

Sunday Morning: 10:30
Contact Doug Booton if unable to serve

Song Leader: Danny Kellum

Next Week: Dennis Vonderfecht
Prayer: Everson Weekley

Next Week: Chig Gunter
Scripture: Jerry Bacon

Next Week: Jay Moore
Sermon: Tim Hall
Topic: “New Views of Instrumental
Music”
Dismissal: Perry Jernigan

Next Week: David Erickson
Lord's Supper,

Presiding: Collin Bills

Next Week: Darryl Collins
Serving: Jerrod Tolley, Paul Hoilman,
Marshall Stables, David Norris, Jimmy
Hill, Zon Quewea, Mike Stephens,
Charles Elliott
Children's Training

Class: The Gilliams
Nursery: Sarah Volkman
Toddler: Arlene Kellum
Assistant : Jordan Bacon

Report from Last Week

A.M. 8:15 103 10:30 288 Classes 197
P.M. 168 Wed. Offering: $10,911.79
Weekly Budget: $9,500.00

Summary of Building Project as of December 31, 2007:
Total Contributions & Other Sources Provided To-Date $1,587,890
Construction Loan Proceeds Received To-Date $ 470,000
Total Construction Cost & Architect Fees Paid To-Date $1,784,770
Other Cost (Equipment, Debt Service, etc.) Paid To-Date$ 32,150
Building Fund Balance $ 240,970
Estimated Building Project Cost & Architect Fees $3,752,000
Estimated Contributions & Other Sources to be Provided $1,967,230

2007 Year-to-Date Contributions and Other Sources $ 350,832



