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Some Thoughts I'd Like to Share.... Tim Hall

“Taunting The Tiger”

The story out of San Francisco on Christmas day riveted tihenndtree young men wer
attacked by a tiger that had escaped the grotto in whicheidl.litvwo brothers were badl
injured, and one young man was killed. The scenario is one mostigtors have imagined
but quickly dismissed as unlikely.

New details have emerged that suggest the tiger may hawetdnented. According to the New
York Post slingshots were found in the possession of the brothers, aasveli empty vodka
bottle. Police in San Francisco have denied that the tigertaumted, so it's still unclear what
actually happened.

Let’'s suppose taunting did take place. Would we excuse suchitvehavboys will be boys”,
or take a different view? Would we consider such taunting foolish and fraithrdanger?

Most of us are smart enough to not taunt tigers, even if it epfezy can't get to ug&ut do we
taunt the lion?

Peter describes Satan as a dangerous being: “Be sober, lastyvlgicause your adversary t
devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devduPeter 5:8). We are give
some comfort by the words that immediately follow this warnfRgsist him, steadfast in th
faith ...” (v. 9). The main message ought to stand out: Satan éxtemely powerful being
who can spiritually maul us.

How many resist this deadly “lion”? And how many instead plih the tiger, seeking th
thrill that often accompanies sin? Paul advised Christians pmgoa‘Flee sexual immorality”
(1 Corinthians 6:18), but do we listen? Or do we flirt with passions of the flesh, thinkin
we’ll be quick enough to escape the tiger if he should get loose?

The wise man also warned us to keep our distance from Satan:a“Gwm take fire to hig
bosom, and his clothes not get burned? Can one walk on hot coals, azet hist e seared
So is he who goes in to his neighbor’s wife; whoever touchesstdt not be innocent’
(Proverbs 6:27-29). If we play with sin, we're going to be harmed by sin.

Stay away from the tiger's den! That's the safest courserding to David: “I will set nothing
wicked before my eyes; | hate the work of those who fallyawahall not cling to me” (Psaln}
101:3). If we don’t want to be mauled by sin, let's stay whesesdfe. And by all means, don
taunt the lion!
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SERVING OUR COUNTRY: Chad
Pickens, Eli & Mitzi Mitchell, Joseph
Gilliam, Air Force; Joshua Vaughn,
Navy; Jared Wheeler, Steve Warren,
Jeremy  Cutshall, Army; Dustin
Humphreys Marine Reserves; Steve
Haywood,Army ReservefReuben Oaks,
Sam Moon Marines; Matthew Woodard,
Brandon King, James Baker, Joshua
Irick, Joshua Rinderle all serving in
Iraqg.

"IN SEARCH OF THE LORD'S WAY",
7:30 a.m., Fox, Sundays; 8:00 a.m.
“Biblical Viewpoints”, WKPT, “TV
Sunday School” 8:30 WJHL.

Women'’s Bible Studies: Tuesdays, 10 a.m.
(childcare provided) and 6:45 p.
Thursdays, 10 a.m. Friday Womep’'s
Prayer Time on break till February.

MRS. MARGARET'S LIBRARY is open for
15 minutes after Sunday night services
and Wednesday night classes.

NEXT SUNDAY NIGHT, 3 year olds
through ' graders will have Bible
Storytime with the theme “Bible Heroes:
Esther & Mary”.

REMEMBER COATS FOR KIDS! New or

gently used coats, hats, gloves, scarves,
and mittens can be left in the bin in the

foyer for distribution to those who need

them this winter.

PUT A CROSS over your name in the
Friendship Register if you were a Regular
Bible Reader (at least 4 days) last week.
Readers 12/30: 42

PRESCHOOL CLASSES need donations
of metal lids from frozen juice. Please
leave in the container in the foyer.

TIM-TATION: Choose one of your
favorite TV programs this week, and “giye
it to the Lord". Instead of watching it,
spend that time in Bible reading and
prayer. — Tim 1

“NEW TO CENTRAL”: Beginning next
week, we will have a class designed to
introduce new Central members to all of
the elders, deacons, staff, areas of service
and the fellowship groups available
throughout the church. Additionally the
class will discuss baptism, salvation, the
Lord’s supper, and other topics. The class
will meet January 13, 20, and 27, at 9:30
a.m. on Sundays. For more information
contactKen Luttermanor Ken Misterly.

WINTER WEATHER POLICY: Central
will almost never cancel worship or Bible
study assemblies due to snow and ice. We
do urge you to use common sense about
getting out in such weather. If you choose
to come, someone will be here. If
conditions are too dangerous to get out,
the Lord will understand.

RETIRED MEN'S BREAKFAST is this
Tuesday at 9. All retired men are urged to
come for good food and fellowship. Sign
up on the board if you plan to attend.

THE JANUARY AREA SINGING is today
at 2:30 at Cherokee Church of Christ here
in Johnson City. In February, Central will
host the singing.

CENTRAL'S REDBIRDS meet this Friday
at noon at Fuddrucker’s. All ladies age 50
and over are invited.

TWO OF OUR high school athletes have
been getting mentioned in the papers.
Danica Collins has been scoring a lot of

points in recent Science Hill basketball
games, andydney Ricavas named to the

Kingsport Times-News Elite Volleyball

Team for 2007!

OUR SYMPATHY to the family Elbert
Fair, who died last week. He was the
father of Roger Fair, brother of Helen
James and uncle ofJerry Pierce Our
hearts go out to them and their families.
Also, our sympathy tédlison Gilliam on
the death of her aunt.

THERE ARE some precious pictures of
babies on the board beside Kathy’s door!
Abigail Jane Ausborn daughter ofKeith
and Jessica Ausbormf Mt. Airy, NC and
granddaughter ofGlenda Haynie and
W.C. Ausborn is home from the NICU
now and doing much better; see her with
her daddy Keith. And the Lamb family —
Shane, Dedra, and little Andrew are
also pictured.

THE “SEASONED SINGLES”, a
Connections group for those who are
widowed, divorced, or single over age 55,
will meet for birthday cake for the
January birthdays in the group on Sunday,
January 21, immediately after the 10:30
service, in the fellowship hall.

BIRTHDAYS: Austin Doyle (today);
Claude Terry (Mon.); Carol Trent, Julie
Robertson, Delora Tidwell, Ron Joyner
(Wed.); Amber Witherspoon, Myra Stables

(Thurs.); Caleb Crockett, Harriet
Cruikshank (Fri.); David Gunter, Edna
Hayes, Margo Perkins (Sat.).
ANNIVERSARIES: Tim & Joyce Hall
(Thurs.).




Youth & College News 1.6.08

Centl‘al ChurCh Of ChrISt “You are the light of the World...”

-Matt 5:14

Youth Group! Start planning for the following activities:
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Winter/Spring schedules are available on the youth board!

We will still be going to Edisto this summer, it will be a little different however. The
Killens have told us there is just not going to be a whole lot of work to do this year
since most of the remaining work must be contracted out. We will take a shorter
trip, and camp out in the building that we have helped to build. By doing this we will
be able to make this trip significantly less expensive than years past. This will also
enable us to take our talents and resources to help the Lord’s church in other
places. Suggestions have been made for VBS mission trips this summer to San
Antonio, Texas, Atlanta, Georgia, and places in the Northeastern United States. If
you have any suggestions on places let me know!

We want to place a greater emphasis on service. If know of an opportunity for the
youth to serve please let me know.

Every summer seems to get shorter and busier. Please let me know of any
summer plans you have soon, so that | can plan the schedule to where as many as
possible can be involved.

Continue to pray for me and the youth group. Thanks to everyone for all the
encouragement that you give me in my work with Central.
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January 6, 2008

Sunday Morning: 8:15
Contact Butch Carden if unable to serve
Song Leader: Mike Sheridan

Next Week: David Crockett
Prayer: Ken Gilliam

Next Week: Bill Cruikshank
Scripture: Kyle Higginbotham

Next Week: John Melton
Sermon: Tim Hall
Topic: “Why Christians Must Pray”
Dismissal: Robert Hall

Next Week: Michael Rasnake
Lord's Supper,

Presiding: Steve Trent
Next Week: Matt Drake
Serving: Cary Vantine, Destin Vantine,
Tom Young
Nursery &Toddler: Karen & Jessi
Stevens

Sunday Evening:

Song Leader: Danny Kellum
Prayer: Bruce Barnett

Scripture:

Sermon: Song Service

Topic:

Dismissal: Paul Elliott

Lord's Supper: Tom Cromie, Dave
Torgerson

Nursery & Toddler: Luci Jernigan

Sunday Morning: 10:30
Contact Doug Booton if unable to serve
Song Leader: Phil Gilliam

Next Week: Danny Kellum
Prayer: Andrew McCormick

Next Week: L.A. Hamilton
Scripture: Jerrod Tolley

Next Week: Bill Usher
Sermon: Tim Hall
Topic: “Why Christians Must Pray”
Dismissal: Dustin Humphreys

Next Week: Paul Hamilton
Lord's Supper,

Presiding: L.A. Hamilton

Next Week: Lee Davis
Serving: Paul Hamilton, Robert Aggrey,
Darryl Collins, Jay Moore, Trey
Robertson, Roger Witherspoon, Tyler
Bacon, Ben Bailey
Children's Training

Class: The Gilliams
Nursery: Debra Quesinberry
Toddler: Nada Weekley
Assistant : Abbi Jernigan

Report from Last Week

A.M. 8:15 NA 10:30 365 Classes 192
P.M. 180 Wed. Offering: $15,154.65
Weekly Budget: $9,250.00

Summary of Building Project as of September 30, 2007:

Total Contributions & Other Sources Provided To-Date: $1,434,483
Construction Loan Proceeds Received To-Date: $300,000

Total Construction Cost and Architect Fees Paid To-Date: $1,436,961
Building Fund Balance: $297,822

Estimated Building Project Cost and Architect Fees: $3,752,000
Estimated Contributions & Other Sources to be Provided: $2,017,217

Wednesday Evening:

Song Leader: L.A. Hamilton
Devotional: Lee Davis
Dismissal: Robert Hall

For January:
Communion PreP: Patti Fatherree

Cup Pick-up: 4 " Graders

Building Closing: Sun. a.m. Sherrell Shepard
Sun. p.m. Randy Brewer Wed. Steve Williams
Emergency Food: Judy Jones

Baptistery: Aretha Joyner, Myra Stables

2007 Year-to-Date Contributions and Other Sources: $292,508

Central Church of Christ

P.O. Box 4021

Johnson City, TN 37602-3961
(423) 282-1571 or 283-HOPE




